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Introduction

Research exploration: 

• First-Generation Low-
Income (FGLI), 

• Identity, 

• Support, 

• Sense of belonging.

Research Significance:

•Systemic inequalities, 

•Land Grant institutions,

•Support FGLI students 
holistically,

• Inclusive and 
equitable educational 
environments.



Literature 

Review: Key 
Insights

 Theme 1: Social Capital & Institutional Support

• Walpole (2003)

• Valentine (2011)

 Theme 2: Cultural Mismatch & Identity Tensions

• Stephens (2012)

• Wildhagen (2015)

 Theme 3: Intersectionality & Institutional Recognition

• Means & Pyne (2017)

• McDossi (2022) 
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Theoretical Framework

Social Identity 
Theory

(Tajfel & Turner,  
1979)

Institutional 
Support and 

Barriers

Transition 

Intersectionality 
Theory 

(Crenshaw, 1989) 

Sense of 
Belonging

Intersectional 
Identities



Methodology

Qualitative Approach

• Interviews

Data Collection:

• First Gen Center

• Trio SSS

• Passport Cougs

• McNair

Purposive Sampling: 

• Undergraduate, low-income, first-generation.

• 10-15 participants for interviews

Data Analysis:

• Thematic Analysis

Ethical Considerations



Study Questions

Research Questions:

• How do first-generation, low-income (FGLI) 
college students navigate emerging adulthood 
while pursuing higher education?

• What institutional support systems do first-
generation, low-income students rely on to 
succeed academically and personally, and 
how effective are these resources?

• How do first-generation, low-income students 
perceive the role of their campus community 
(including faculty, peers, and student 
organizations) in fostering a sense of belonging 
and support during their college experience?

• What systemic changes are necessary to foster 
a more inclusive and equitable higher 
education environment for first-generation, low-
income students?

IRB interview questions:

• Has your sense of identity –how you see yourself-
-changed since starting college? If so, how?

o Prompt, if needed: do you think you are the 
same person you were when you came to 
college?

o Are there things you think you’ve learned 
about yourself while in college?

❖ Copy of interview  questions



Limitations

Sample Size

Generalizability

Self-Reported Data

Time and Resource Constraints

Access to Participants
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